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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 8-1 5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 8-1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Klosterman (5,550,576) in view of Mansfield, Jr et al. (5,530,939) [Mansfield]. 

Regarding claims 8 and 15, Klosterman teaches a process for managing 
service data in a television system in which the service data are transmitted, 
comprising a step of acquiring information containing a list of broadcast services 
and supplementary data relative to these services and of storing the acquired 
information in a first database of a receiver (col. 2 line 60 - col. 3 line 47). 
Klosterman fails to disclose 

copying information stored in the first database to a second 
database of the receiver for the updating of the said second 
database, the second database having a same logical structure as 
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the first database, wherein the copying stores data in the first 
database and the second database in an identical manner; 
making the data stored in the said second database available to at 
least one application of the said receiver; and 
when the acquired list of broadcast services changes, of acquiring 
the new list of services in the first database, and of copying the 
acquired list of broadcast services to the second database when 
the entire list has been acquired in the first database. 
In an analogous art, Mansfield discloses a process for managing data in a 
database comprising: 

copying information stored in a first database to a second 
database for the updating of the said second database, the 
second database having a same logical structure as the first 
database, wherein the copying stores data in the first database 
and the second database in an identical manner (database 
"snapshot", col. 2 line 66 - col. 3 line 9); 

making the data stored in the said second database available to at 
least one application (query processing of the snapshot, col. 2 line 
66 -col. 3 line 9); and 

when the acquired list changes, of acquiring the new list in the first 
database, and of copying the acquired list to the second database 
when the entire list has been acquired in the first database 
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(transaction processing updates the first database, after which a 
new snapshot is taken for further query processing, col. 2 line 66 - 
col. 3 line 9). 

This provides the benefit of allowing for concurrent processing and 
accessing of data base information without resource conflict (col. 3, lines 3-6). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the process and receiver of klosterman include copying information 
stored in a first database to a second database for the updating of the said 
second database, the second database having a same logical structure as the 
first database, wherein the copying stores data in the first database and the 
second database in an identical manner, making the data stored in the said 
second database available to at least one application, and when the acquired list 
of broadcast services changes, of acquiring the new list of services in the first 
database, and of copying the acquired list of broadcast services to the second 
database when the entire list has been acquired in the first database, as taught 
by Mansfield, for the benefit of allowing for concurrent processing and accessing 
of data base information without resource conflict. 

Regarding claims 9-13, Klosterman and Mansfield disclose the process of 
claim 8, but fail to disclose the updating of the second database occurs 
immediately after acquiring a service datum, after a predetermined time interval 
after a request for acquisition of a service datum, following a request of an 
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application, or wherein the moment of update is dependent of the type of the 
service datum. 

Examiner takes official notice that it is notoriously well known to take the 
"snapshot" of databases at different times under different circumstances. Taking 
the snapshot immediately after the database is updated with new information 
keeps the snapshot as current as is possible, wherein waiting a predetermined 
time interval after a request for acquisition of a service datum is a safeguard to 
prevent updating of the snapshot information while the snapshot is being 
accessed by requesting application. Also, updates for different types of data 
occur at different rates because some types of data change more often than 
others, and a data type that changes less often will correspondingly require fewer 
updates of the snapshot of the data to remain current. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the process of Klosterman and Mansfield to include the 
updating of the second database occurs immediately after acquiring a service 
datum, after a predetermined time interval after a request for acquisition of a 
service datum, following a request of an application, or wherein the moment of 
update is dependent of the type of the service datum. Each update scheme 
provides a unique benefit depending upon the needs of the designer, such as 
providing the most current snapshot, preventing resource conflicts, and system 
efficiency. 
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Regarding claim 14, Klosterman and Mansfield disclose the process 
according to claim 8, the process furthermore comprising the step of when a 
service changes, acquiring new supplementary information relating to this service 
(new program guide data, Klosterman, col. 4 line 63 - col. 5 line 12). 

Klosterman and Mansfield fail to disclose suspending the updating of the 
second database with the new supplementary information until a request of an 
application. 

As described above, the examiner takes official notice that it is notoriously 
well known in the art for the 'snapshot' taken of a database to only be updated 
after the request of an application, because in the event an application attempts 
to access the data in the snapshot during the updating of the snapshot process 
or vice versa, a resource conflict for that memory location would occur, and 
therefore waiting to update the snapshot until after an application's request would 
help prevent said resource conflict from taking place. 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the process disclosed by Klosterman and Mansfield to 
include updating of the second database with the new supplementary information 
until a request of an application, for the benefit of preventing resource conflicts. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



5. The following are suggested formats for either a Certificate of Mailing or 
Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1 .8(a). The certification may be included with 
all correspondence concerning this application or proceeding to establish a date of 
mailing or transmission under 37 CFR 1 .8(a). Proper use of this procedure will result in 
such communication being considered as timely if the established date is within the 
required period for reply. The Certificate should be signed by the individual actually 
depositing or transmitting the correspondence or by an individual who, upon information 
and belief, expects the correspondence to be mailed or transmitted in the normal course 
of business by another no later than the date indicated. 
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Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 



Registration Number: 

Certificate of Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office, Fax No. (703) - on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 



Registration Number: 

Please refer to 37 CFR 1 .6(d) and 1 .8(a)(2) for filing limitations concerning 
facsimile transmissions and mailing, respectively. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dominic D. Saltarelli whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7302. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am - 
6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703 j 072"9300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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